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1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

[ j This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1(b)) 

[^) publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

| | international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

| | The international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

pages 1-25 , as originally fHed^furnished 

pages* 

pages* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the claims: 



pages 



2-16 



pages 



, as originally filed/furnished 
, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
received by this Authority on 06 August 2004 (06.08.2004) 
received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 



1-12 



, as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 
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{ ' ] the description, pages 

( J the claims, Nos . 



I | the drawings, sheets/figs 

f | the sequence listing (specify): 

f | any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): m 
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This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I | the description, pages 

I | the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 



[ I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): . 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


► or industrial applicability; 
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Statement 










Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1 — 1 £ 


YES 






Claims 




NO 




Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-16 


YES 




Claims 




NO 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-16 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


2. 


Citations and explanations 










Document 1 : JP 


7-503910 A (Babcock-BSH 


AG, formerly 






Buttner-Schilde-Haas AG) , 


27 April 1995, 


page 



Document 2 : 



8, upper left column, line 1 to upper right 
column, line 3, fig- 2, & CA 2116132 Al, page 
21, fig. 2, & WO 93/03899 Al 

JP 2001-300933 A (Yoshino Gypsum Co,, Ltd.), 
30 October 2001, entire text, fig. 1-2 
(Family: none) 



The inventions described in claims 1 to 12 are not 
disclosed in any of the documents cited in the 
international search report, nor would they be obvious tc 
a person skilled in the art. In particular, none of the 
documents discloses a feature wherein plaster slurry is 
fractionated from a mixer and fed onto a plaster board 
base paper. 

The invention described in claims 13 to 16 is not 
disclosed in any of the documents cited in the 
international search report, nor would it be obvious to a 
person skilled in the art. In particular, none of the 
documents discloses a method that includes; a slurry- 
fractionating step wherein fractionated slurry is fed from 
a slurry discharge pipe onto the edge portions of a 
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plaster board base paper and/or a roll coater, and a 
slurry-discharging step wherein the plaster slurry 
remaining after a portion of the slurry has been 
fractionated is discharged through a slurry discharge port 
on a chute part onto the center portion oil a plaster board 
base paper. 
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VII I. Certain observations on the international application 



The folic wing observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the qvestion whether the claims are Fully 
supported by the description, are made: 



agent mixed in has been limited is discharged from the 
aforementioned fractionating port to the aforementioned 
slurry discharge pipe," but the constitution fcr limiting 
"the amount of foam or foaming agent mixed in" is unclear. 
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The invention described in claim 10 is unclear. 
Claim 10 describes a feature wherein "a portion of the 
plaster slurry for which the amount of foacn or foaming 



